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VIEUX FARKA TOURÉ 

 

“Not just the ‘Hendrix of the Sahara’ but much more 
besides.” 

SONGLINES 

“Every now and then, if you’re very lucky, you get to witness a live performance 
that blows everything else away. ” — The Independent, review about Vieux’s 
Queen Elizabeth Hall show (full article) 

“Set to be Africa’s next guitar hero. ” — The Guardian, review about Vieux’s 
Queen Elizabeth Hall show (full article) 

“Leaves other fine guitarists with their jaws hanging loose” — Music-News.com 
(full article) 

“He combines the prowess of a global superstar with a down-to-earth charisma 
and this is a hot ticket with a down-home feel.” — Metro, London 
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https://www.independent.co.uk/arts-entertainment/music/news/vieux-farka-toure-queen-elizabeth-hall-london-7440316.html
https://www.theguardian.com/music/2013/sep/26/vieux-farka-toure-review
https://www.music-news.com/review/UK/9660/Read


VIEUX FARKA TOURÉ  

TRADITION IN DIALOGUE WITH 
THE PRESENT 
Vieux Farka Touré is one of today’s most distinctive guitarists. Born in 
Niafunké, Mali, and the son of the legendary Ali Farka Touré, he carries a 
musical inheritance of extraordinary weight. Yet his career has never been an 
exercise in imitation. Across acoustic desert blues, rock, funk and wide-ranging 
international collaborations, he has developed a voice that is rooted in the 
Songhai tradition and unmistakably his own. 

On stage, finely drawn guitar lines can turn in an instant into a surging, rhythm-
driven performance. His music is virtuosic without becoming display for its own 
sake: intimate, conversational and deeply connected to the groove. That balance 
has made him equally compelling in concert halls, clubs and on major festival 
stages. 

Two landmark releases brought this artistic range into especially sharp focus. 
Les Racines (World Circuit, 2022) returned to the deep roots of northern Malian 
music. Ali (Dead Oceans, 2022), created with Khruangbin, reimagined songs 
by his father for a new generation and reached listeners far beyond the 
traditional world-music audience. Recent collaborations continue that outward-
looking path while his live set draws freely across his catalogue. 

AT A GLANCE 

ORIGIN  Niafunké, Mali 

SOUND  Malian desert blues · electric guitar · rock · funk · Songhai tradition 

STAGE  Current European touring configuration: four musicians 

SELECTED COLLABORATIONS  Khruangbin · Idan Raichel · Dave Matthews · 
Derek Trucks · John Scofield · Julia Easterlin 

LABELS  World Circuit / BMG · Dead Oceans · Six Degrees · Cumbancha 

“Touré’s electric guitar playing is, yes, off the hook. But he 
is no showboater.” 

THE GUARDIAN / THE OBSERVER, BARBICAN REVIEW, 2024 
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BIOGRAPHY VIEUX FARKA TOURÉ 

Often referred to as “The Hendrix of the Sahara”, Vieux Farka Touré was born in 
Niafunké, Mali in 1981. He is the son of legendary Malian guitar player Ali Farka 
Touré, who died in 2006. Ali Farka Touré came from a historical tribe of soldiers, 
and defied his parents in becoming a musician. When Vieux was in his teens, he 
declared that he also wanted to be a musician. His father disapproved due to the 
pressures he had experienced being a musician. Rather, he wanted Vieux to 
become a soldier. But with help from family friend the kora maestro Toumani 
Diabaté, Vieux eventually convinced his father to give him his blessing to 
become a musician shortly before Ali passed. 

Vieux was initially a drummer / calabash player at Mali’s Institut National des 
Arts, but secretly began playing guitar in 2001. Ali Farka Touré was weakened 
with cancer when Vieux announced that he was going to record an album. Ali 
recorded a couple of tracks with him, and these recordings, which can be heard 
on Vieux’s debut CD, were amongst his final ones. It has been said that the 
senior Touré played rough mixes of these songs when people visited him in his 
final days, at peace with, and proud of, his son’s talent as a musician. 

In 2005, Eric Herman (still Vieux’s manager today) of Modiba Productions 
expressed an interest in producing an album for Vieux; this led to Vieux’s self-
titled debut album, released by World Village in 2007. Ali Farka Touré’s work to 
tackle the problem of malaria is continued as 10% of proceeds are donated to 
Modiba’s “Fight Malaria” campaign in Niafunké through which over 3000 
mosquito nets have been delivered to children and pregnant women in the 
Timbuktu region of Mali. On this first album, Vieux pays homage to his father 
and follows Ali’s musical tradition, giving new versions of the West African music 
that is echoed in the American blues. The album features Toumani Diabaté, as 
well as his late father.  

On his second record, Fondo on Six Degrees (2009), Vieux branched out and 
presented his own sound: while remaining true to the roots of his father’s music 
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he uses elements of rock, Latin music, and other African influences. The album 
received a great deal of critical acclaim from across the globe, and Vieux was 
clearly moving out of his father’s shadow. 

By June 2010, Vieux was performing at the opening concert for the FIFA World 
Cup in South Africa. That month Vieux also released his first live album, LIVE. 
His live performances are highly energized and Vieux is known for dazzling 
crowds with his speed and dexterity on the guitar, as well as his palpable 
charisma and luminous smile, both of which captivate audiences from all 
audiences in spite of any language barriers (though Vieux does speak 8 
languages). 

In 2011 Vieux released his 3rd studio album, The Secret, so named because the 
listener will hear the secret of the blues with a blend of generations from father 
to son. It was produced by guitarist Eric Krasno (of the Soulive trio) and features 
South African-born vocalist Dave Matthews, Derek Trucks on electric slide guitar 
and jazz guitarist John Scofield. The title track is the last collaboration between 
Vieux and his late father. With the heralded release of The Secret, Vieux Farka 
Touré has clearly established himself as one of the world’s rare musical talents 
and guitar virtuosos with a distinct style that always pays homage to the past 
while looking towards the future. 

Vieux released The Tel Aviv Session (Cumbancha) in April 2012, a collaborative 
project with Israeli superstar Idan Raichel dubbed ‘The Touré-Raichel Collective’ 
that has been hailed by fans and critics alike as a masterpiece and one of the 
best collaborative albums in the history of international music, drawing 
comparisons to Ali Farka Touré and Ry Cooder’s legendary Talking Timbuktu 
album.  

In 2013, Vieux Farka Touré’s beautiful and critically acclaimed album Mon Pays 
was released as an homage to his homeland. Being that his native Mali had 
recently been splintered by territorial fighting between Tuareg and Islamic rebels 
since January 2012, Mon Pays was devoted to reminding the world about the 
beauty and culture of his native Mali. Translated as ‘My Country,’ this 
predominantly acoustic undertaking transformed into an artifact of cultural 
preservation. Two songs on the project - ‘Future’ and ‘Peace’ feature Sidiki 
Diabate’s kora leading an emotional charge complemented by Touré’s 
spectacular guitar work. Both tracks represent an important generational 
“passing of the torch” as Sidiki’s father, Toumani is considered one of the 
greatest living kora masters and was a close friend of Vieux’s father Ali. Mon 
Pays has been widely hailed as the most mature and lovely record yet from one 
of this generation’s most exciting artists to come out of Mali and one of world 
music’s true rising stars. 

Vieux reunited with Idan Raichel in Paris to record, release and subsequently 
tour their 2nd collaborative album as The Touré-Raichel Collective in 2014. The 
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result was yet another musical and critical triumph, titled 'The Paris Session' 
(Cumbancha) revered by many as not just a musical gem for the ages, but a 
powerful testimonial to the power of art and fraternity to transcend vast cultural 
and political divides. In 2015, Vieux released another unexpected, genre-
bending collaborative album, this time with New York-based singer Julia 
Easterlin, aptly titled 'Touristes'. The album shot to the top of the iTunes World 
chart and earned critical acclaim, including that of John Schaefer (NPR) who 
called it "brilliant." On April 7, 2017, Vieux released his next album 'Samba', 
recorded live in front of a small audience at Applehead Studio in Woodstock, NY.  

When the COVID pandemic hit in 2020 and all touring ground to a halt, Vieux 
stayed focussed on his craft at home. He worked tirelessly in the studio he built 
at his family's compound (which he named 'Studio Ali Farka Toure' in honor of 
his late father) to record his debut album for World Circuit Records/BMG, the 
prestigious UK-based record label with whom his father recorded and released 
most of his own work. The resulting album, 'Les Racines' (released June 2022), 
sees Vieux masterfully return to the deep roots of the Desert Blues music that 
his father introduced to the world and Vieux spent most of his career to date 
exploring, experimenting with, and expanding. 2022 also saw the release of a 
long-awaited collaborative album between Vieux and Houston-based psych-rock 
superstars Khruangbin called ‘Ali’ - an album on which the artists join forces to 
pay homage to Ali Farka Toure by reimagining eight of his songs together.  The 
album was an instant hit around the globe, immediately getting millions of 
streams, enormous critical acclaim and even earning the praise of Sir Elton John 
who called it "one of the albums of the year - absolutely wonderful music." With 
each new project Vieux broadens his horizons, embraces new challenges and 
further entrenches his reputation as one of the world’s most talented and 
innovative musicians. 

As a passionate champion for the people of Mali and The Sahel, Vieux founded 
the charity Amahrec Sahel in 2012. As part of Amahrec Sahel’s mission to 
support humanitarian reconstruction and culture, the charity has provided school 
supplies for children, supported an orphanage in Bamako and provided musical 
instruments for young musicians in Mali. Vieux is also the director of The Ali 
Farka Touré Foundation, an international organization dedicated to the 
preservation of Ali’s legacy and the cultural growth of Mali. 
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LIVE 

THE GUITAR AS CONVERSATION 

“Notes fall from his fingers like rain on to water.” 

THE GUARDIAN / THE OBSERVER, 2024 

A Vieux Farka Touré concert moves between acoustic detail and electric release. 
Repeating guitar figures gather weight; calabash and drums shift the pulse; bass 
and ngoni create a dialogue between contemporary band energy and the musical 
language of northern Mali. The result can be meditative one moment and 
emphatically dance-driven the next. 

CURRENT 4-PIECE TOURING CONFIGURATION 

Technical rider, stage plot, input list and hospitality rider are supplied separately 
by GRIOT for each confirmed engagement. 

Vieux Farka Touré guitar, vocals - Mali

Adama Koné drum set, calabash - Mali

Marshall Henry bass - United States

Ousmane Dagno ngoni - Mali
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SELECTED RECORDINGS & MILESTONES 

ROOTS, RISK AND COLLABORATION 
LES RACINES  /  WORLD CIRCUIT, 2022 

Recorded at Studio Ali Farka Touré in Bamako, Les Racines returns to the core of 
the music Vieux inherited and has spent his career expanding. The album 
features leading Malian musicians including Amadou Bagayoko, Mamadou Sidiki 
Diabaté and Madou Traoré. The Guardian called it an “exquisite return to the 
Malian source,” while Afropop Worldwide described it as a landmark 
demonstration of Vieux’s mastery and knowledge of northern Malian traditions. 

ALI - WITH KHRUANGBIN  /  DEAD OCEANS, 2022 

Vieux and Khruangbin reimagined eight songs by Ali Farka Touré with restraint, 
space and psychedelic warmth. The record is both homage and renewal: an 
intimate conversation between generations and musical worlds. Its success 
introduced this repertoire to a broad new audience without sacrificing its 
identity. 

SELECTED CAREER MARKERS 

2007  Self-titled debut featuring Ali Farka Touré and Toumani Diabaté 

2010  Performance at the FIFA World Cup opening concert in South Africa 

2011  The Secret, featuring Dave Matthews, Derek Trucks and John Scofield 

2012 / 2014  Two Touré-Raichel Collective albums with Idan Raichel 

2017  Samba, captured live in the studio before a small audience 

2022  Les Racines and Ali reveal two complementary sides of his artistry 

2024  A Barbican performance receives a major Guardian / Observer live review 

2025  Joulou Fola with Suntou Susso continues his cross-border collaborations 
 

“One of the albums of the year - absolutely wonderful 
music.” 

ELTON JOHN ON ALI 
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PROMOTER RESOURCES 

LISTEN · WATCH · DOWNLOAD · 
CONTACT 
ESSENTIAL MEDIA 

Gabou Ni Tie - official acoustic video  OPEN LINK 
A direct introduction to the sound of Les Racines. 

Savanne - Vieux Farka Touré & Khruangbin  OPEN LINK 
Official visualiser from Ali. 

Homafu Wawa - Woodstock live session  OPEN LINK 
Live band performance. 

Vieux Farka Touré on Spotify  OPEN LINK 
Selected albums, collaborations and current releases. 

 
PRESS & PHOTOS 

High-resolution press photographs  OPEN LINK 
Includes 2025 portraits by DrkPicture, 2024 photographs by Alexis Chabala, 
images by Kiss Diouara and 2025 live photographs by Wulf von Gaudecker. 
Always retain the credit contained in the filename. 

Guardian / Observer - Barbican live review  OPEN LINK 
Kitty Empire, May 2024. 

Official artist website  OPEN LINK 

 
CONTACTS 
 
BOOKING EUROPE  Wulf v. Gaudecker · GRIOT GmbH - wulf@griot.de   

MANAGEMENT & PRESS  Marshall Henry · Modiba Productions - 
marshall@modiba.net 

SENIOR MANAGEMENT  Eric Herman · Modiba Productions · eric@modiba.net 

PRESS USE  Materials are supplied for editorial promotion of Vieux Farka Touré 
and confirmed performances. Photo credits must be retained. Please request 
current production documents directly from GRIOT or Modiba. Thanks.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eELnanyNnJo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UpTWs5H4DdE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kC0-ZDagqak&t=42s
https://open.spotify.com/artist/4PmxbsWP1u0TnvqcrIA9ze
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1WkNAnE1NrLORmpT5KSgK7TIvykriTvXY
https://www.theguardian.com/music/article/2024/may/25/vieux-farka-toure-barbican-london-review-the-hendrix-of-the-sahara-keeps-it-real
https://www.vieuxfarkatoure.com/home
mailto:wulf@griot.de
mailto:marshall@modiba.net
mailto:eric@modiba.net
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